THE CROSS-CURRENTS

church-government. What united them was a spirit
of intense seriousness, an ever-present awareness of
the 'Eternal Verities'. 'There is an universall and
radical enmity', writes Baxter, 'between the Carnall
and the Spiritual!, the Serpents and the Womans
seed, the fleshly Mind and the spiritual Law of God
through all the world, in all generations. This
Enmity is found in England as well as in other
Countries, between the Godly and the Worldly minds;
as he that was born after the Flesh did persecute him
that was born after the Spirit, even so it was here:
The Vulgar rabble of the carnal and prophane, the
' Fornicators, Drunkards, Swearers, etc., did ever hate
them that reproved their Sin, and condemned them
by a holy Life. ... So that everywhere serious, Godly
people that would not run with others to excess of
Riot were spoken against or derided by the names of
Precisians, Zealots, Over-strict, the holy Brethern,
and other terms of scorn/1

If Prynne, thus summing up the argument of
Rainolds, Gosson, Stubbes, Crashaw, and others,
may be taken as an index to the ever-strengthening
current of religious protest, the question I wish to
consider is how this reacted upon the drama, how
did the consciousness of religious and moral dis-
approval, of being as it were without the pale of
serious respect, affect the work of the better drama-
tists, those whom it would be manifestly unjust to
describe as pandering to the coarser taste of the
populace or the corrupter taste of the Court. Here
are two powerful currents flowing counter to one
another, the deep, swift stream of the passion for
amusement which had gathered strength in the later
Middle Ages and was further stimulated by the

1 Reliquiae Baxterianae, pp. 31-32.
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